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“Come Join in the Harvest!”
By Jon Taylor

Most men are not satisfied with the permanent output of
their lives. Nothing can wholly satisfy the life of Christ
within his followers except the adoption of Christ's purpose
toward the world he came to redeem. Fame, pleasure and
riches are but husks and ashes in contrast with the
boundless and abiding joy of working with God for the
fulfillment  of his etern al plans. The men who are putting
everything into Christ's undertaking are getting out of life
its sweetest and most priceless rewards.

--J. Campbell White, Secretary of the Laymen’'s Missionary
Movement

The text in our sermon study of Galatians that just
“happened” to fall on April 9™ (the first anniversary of our
worshipping community) was Galatians 6:7 -10, which
included these words: “Let us not become weary in doing
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.” That little verse reminds us of a couple of vital
truths: a) we are in a spiritual “field” and should hunger for
a spiritual “harvest” and b) it is not only our words of gospel
truth to those outside of Christ that God uses to build his
kingdom, but our deeds of gosp el mercy to all.

As we celebrated a year of God's blessings (and challenges)
to us this past Sunday , we were reminded not only of the
harvest God has allowed us to experience so far, but of the
harvest to come that, by His grace, we will reap here in
Manch ester if we do not give up.

We have been blessed to see some of our plans for the year
take shape in the past two months, one of them being the
start of a leadership development process. I've invited all of
the men, whether they see themselves as future leaders or
not, to join me for a monthly time of study, prayer and
encouragement.  We began in late February with a study of
Richard Pratt's book Pray with Your Eyes Open, a
wonderfully  practical guide to a richer, fuller prayer life that
has been a great blessing to all of us. One of the men has
combined what he’s learning with a hobby of photography,



Manchester /CTR News

The upcoming movie The Da Vinci Code (from
New Hampshire's own Dan Brown) promises
to attract lots of attention here as elsewhere
in  America. Thanks to a local writer who
visited CTR, | was quoted in New Hampshire
Magazine for the May issue that discusses the
movie. We will be sponsoring a lecture on the
book and movie in early June by Pam

Drayton, an Intervarsity staff member at UNH
Durham. We pray that this wil be a great
outreach  for those who “seek the truth.”

St.  Patrick’s Day in Manchester is quite an
event, thanks to a rich Irish Catholic history
in this city. Jonathan's school, Mt. St. Mary
Academy, held a program about St. Patrick
and his love of the Irish people. Every
restaurant offers corned beef and cabbage all
day, and several Irish pubs sponsor floats in

the St. Patty's Day parade down EIm street.
We pray continually for opportunities to reach
those for whom their Catholic heritage is

merely a form of godliness.

We are making plans in late Summer for an
“Oil Change Saturday” for single moms where
they can get this service done free, learn

preventative maintenance and see the love of
Christ in action. We praise God for a local
businessman who has already offered his

shop and technicians free of charge!

Prayer before worship on Sunday Morning

Our new members joining on Sunday

making photo cards and printing some of the prayers he has
been writing on the inside of the cards. It has also been
wonderful to get to know these men on a deeper level as we
pray for each other through our struggles.

At the other end of the spectrum, our Foundations study is
completing in a couple of weeks and we will be welcoming

two new families and three singles into our community.

We've also begun several mentoring relationships between
more mature members and new believers.

As | mentioned earlier, we held our one year Anniversary
Service this past Sunday. It was a wonderfully joyful time
and overwhelming to see how God has worked in our body

to grow us and push us outward in word and deed. We
welcomed Dawn Taylor, Barbara Beaudry, Robin Turbitt and
David Henry into our membership. Robin shared her
testimony of faith in Christ and how God had worked
through  often painful circumstances in her life. It was

especially exciting to realize again how our role in her

conversion was a very humble one. We didnt “lead her to
Christ;” God led her to himself.

We look forward this week to sharing a Good Friday
“Tenebrae” (darkness) service with four other churches in
the city. The glory of Resurrection Day always shines
brightest against the backdrop of the Cross.

Like all of you, we pray that God will send us people hungry
for the truth, the hope and the life of the gospel. Truly, “we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

Prayer and Praise

x Praise God for our latest “Foundations”  study (for
those interested in joining CTR) that is wrapping up
on April 23"™. Andy and Margie Gates (and Andrew
and Samuel), Ben and Tenny Kraus (and Rachel and
Nathaniel), Denise Vidas, Lindsay Filicicchia and Karl
Beisel will be completing the study together. Please
pray for wisdom as they look for ways to use their
gifts.

X We praise God for bringing Doug and Denise
Quattrochi to visit the past several weeks. | first met
Denise one year ago through the Music School, and
we have prayed for them and invited them ever
since. They are lifelong Roman Catholics who are
hungry for God’'s word and learning what grace is all
about.

X Please continue to pray for Allie—we are about a
month out from the arri val of our new little one.

X We praise God for what appears to be at least a
short -term pianist to fill in while Allie is recovering

that those at CTR are
Josh, Ted and

X Please pray for non -Christians
building relationships  with:  Matt,



Kids’ Village

in progress

‘Course  we let ‘em dance

Sunday morning

worship

in church!

at CTR

Darlene, Rick, Artie and Tracie, and Jay and Amy.

X Please pray for a single man who was showing great
interest in faith in Christ but has stopped attending
worship and returning phone calls. We are praying
that Satan does not succeed in choking out the fruit
of the gospel.

x Pray for our first -ever presbytery -wide Mission s
Conference, to be held in Portland, Maine April 21
and 22" Dr. Richard Pratt from Reformed
Theological Seminary in Orlando will be our plenary
speaker, and we will highlight church plants, mission
trips, for eign missionaries and mercy ministries. Pray
especially for God to inspire future missionaries to
join the harvest.

Family Matters by Jon (for Allie)

As you might have guessed, one thing has dominated the
Taylor household for the past few months...the arrival of the
newest member of our family . We've been busy chasing
down baby equipment, moving Allie’s office downstairs,
renovating her former office into a nursery, and shopping
for a minivan.

Jonathan continues to thrive at school, and we are so
thankful. He recently completed a “state project” (he chose
South Carolina) for which he wrote a report, made a
sculpture (the Gaffney peach water tower ), put together a
presentation board and memorized the two page report to
present at a fair that parents attended a couple of weeks
ago (his mom helped him make pralines for a snack). His
baseball season starts this week, so the glove and bat have
come out in full force. He was thriled to get a Boston Red
Sox hat and shirt with “Ortiz” on the back for his birthday .
Glad they didn't trade Big Papi!!

Jacob had a breakthrough in his attempts to learn to ski this
winter,  On our last trip in the beginning of March he
mastered the turning and “pizza” snowplow technique that
are so essential to progressing further. Whew! We know the
investment of time will pay dividends later. Now, of course,
snow and skiing are a distant memory, replaced by green
grass and baseball. Jacob has continued to progress in his
reading at home , and may start first grade in the Fall.

Life in our house has some of the same struggles that it
does in yours. The winter cabin fever was getting pretty
acute by the end of March, so we were excited to have nice
weather allowing the boys to play outside. It has been
encouraging and rewarding to see the boys begin to ask
questions about spiritual things and to “own” the ministry
we have here. | often hear them singing worship songs
around the house . We've been praying together for people
who arent believers , and that has led to some good
conversations about faith and why we’re here. | am seeing



Jacob with buddy Sam on the last ski trip of
the season
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May God be gracious to us and bless us and
mak e his face shine upon us, that Your ways
may be known on earth, Your salvation
among all nations. May the peoples praise
you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for
you rule the peoples justy and guide the
nations of the earth. (Psalm 67:1 -4)

If you would like to be removed from this list,
simply reply to this email with “unsubscribe”
in the subject line.

God’'s word being implanted in their hearts and the fruit it
bears. We had the boys from Jonathan's class at school,
most of whom are Roman Catholic, at the house for his
birthday party on Friday. After | prayed for the food and for
Jonathan, several of them began giving unsolicited prayer
requests: for moms having babies, for adoptions, for sick
parents. So we prayed for all these things, and | was
thankful for opportunities of all shapes and sizes to live out
the gospel.

Support Status

Praise God for his provision through you! Our external
support is still growing, partially through some new
partners and partially through many of you extending your
support.

At this point we believe that our external support will last
into the month of October , so we need about two and a
half additional months of support to take us to the end of
2006 . We have seen a surplus growing through our internal
giving which will help “bridge the gap” in 2007. Please pray
for the provision of the remainder of our support and
consider partnering with us as an individual, family or
church if you haven't before .

If you are interested in partnering with us in prayer or
financial support or know an indivi dual or church that
might be, please contact us via the information in this
update . You can also call our church office at (603)622 -
1881 for a pledge card or proposal or mail a contri bution to
MNA at the address to the left. You may also give online at
wWww.pcanet.org/mna
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